
Introduction. Understanding Algal Blooms in Florida  

 

Algal blooms 

 Devastating algal blooms along the east and west coasts of Florida 
topped headlines in 2016 and 2018. 

 However, algal blooms are not a new concern. One of the earliest 
anecdotal reports of harmful algal blooms comes from the Han 
Dynasty more than fifteen hundred years ago. During a military 
campaign in Southern China, a notable general reported troops 
dying after crossing a green river and drinking the water.  

 Reported cases of algal blooms have been increasing and concerns over harmful algal 
blooms have been growing locally and around the world.  

 

The Purpose of the Series 

Florida Atlantic University’s Center for Environmental Studies (CES) has partnered with the U.S. 

Geological Survey to develop a series of online modules that will assist in understanding the 

science and challenges related to algal blooms, improving communication among decision 

makers and others.  

 

Overview of the Series  

This video series focuses on different algae topics and can be viewed individually or in order:  

 Video 1: What Are Algae? 

 Video 2: How Algae Live and Grow 

 Video 3: What Are Algal Blooms? 

 Video 4: Impacts and Examples of Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) 

 Video 5: What Can We Do About Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs)? 
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https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/resourcesquality/toxcyanbegin.pdf
https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/resourcesquality/toxcyanbegin.pdf
https://www.ewg.org/interactive-maps/2019_algal_blooms/map/#.WzJO-9gzq7Y

