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INTRODUCTION

' Confirmation of the precise length of the Caloosahatchee River before
modification projects has not been found among the primary documents
reviewed, the one hundred mile figure cited is found in Florence Fritz, Unknown
Florida (Coral Gables: University of Miami Press, 1963), 1.

PART I. THE NATURAL CALOOSAHATCHEE
Geology and Physiography

' Lee County Division of Natural Resources Management, Hickey Creek
Mitigation Park, Florida Communities Trust P-2000 Application (Fort Myers,
Florida, 1993), 15-16 (located at Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) Library,
19501 Ben Hill Griffin Parkway, Fort Myers, FL 33965-6565) .

- Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, An Ecological
Characterization of the Caloosahatchee River/Big Cypress Area, by Richard D.
Drew and N. Scott Schomer, FWS/OBS-82/58.2, Florida Department of
Environmental Regulation (Tallahassee, 1984), 14.

* Drew and Schomer, 15.

Climate and Hydrology

* Ibid., 26.

° Edward A. Fernald and Donald J. Patton, eds., Water Resources Atlas
of Florida (Tallahassee: Florida State University, 1984), 140-141.

Human History

® Cited in Robert F. Edic, Fisherfolk of Charlotte Harbor, Florida
(Gainesville: University of Florida, 1996), 30.

" George M. Luer, “Calusa Canals in Southwestern Florida: Routes of
Tribute and Exchange,” The Florida Anthropologist 42, no. 2 (1989): 126,

® Edic, 35.
° Ibid., 37.
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Notes to Pages 6-9
"% Ibid., 38
" Ibid., 39.

"2 Florence Fritz, Unknown Florida (Coral Gables: University of Miami
Press, 1963), 50.

'3 Charlton W. Tebeau, A History of Florida (Coral Gables: University of
Miami Press, 1971), 114-117.

" Fritz, 50.

*® Ibid,

'® Tebeau, 156.

" Fritz, 54.

'® Thomas A. Gonzalez, The Caloosahatchee: Miscellaneous Writings
Concerning the History of the Caloosahatchee River and the City of Fort Myers,
Florida (1932; reprint, Fort Myers Beach, FL: Island Press Publisher, 1982), 17.

' Fritz, 63.

%% Gonzalez, 50.

! Ibid., 59

% Fritz, 75.

3 Gonzalez, 9.

* Fritz, 81.

% |bid., 85.

% |bid.
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Notes to Pages 11-14

PART Il. CHANGES TO THE CALOOSAHATCHEE
1845-1881

' Charles D. Curran, A Study of the Central and Southern Flood Control
Project, reprinted from material prepared for Senator George A. Smathers,
October 29, 1953 (Washington 25, D. C.), Library of Congress, Legislative
Reference Service, 19.

% U.S. Senate, Caloosahatchee River and Lake Okeechobee Drainage
Areas Florida, 71% Congress, 3d session, 3 December 1930, S. Doc. 225, 12.

® Tebeau, 189-190.
*Ibid., 277-278.
° Tebeau, 278; Curran,19.

® Tebeau, 278.

1881-1900: Projects
" Ibid., 189, 277-278.

*u.s. Army Corps of Engineers, “Excerpts on Caloosahatchee River and
Kissimmee Basins, including several detailed reports on conditions,” Annual
Report, n.p., 1901, inclusive.

® Tebeau, 280.

'® Although the canal linking the Caloosahatchee River to Lake
Okeechobee is listed in early documents as the “Three Mile Canal,” we have not
found confirmation of its length in the documents available to us. The information
on the width of the canal is found in U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, “Excerpts on
Caloosahatchee River and Kissimmee Basins, including several detailed reports
on conditions,” Annual Report, n.p., 1901, inclusive.

" Ibid.

"2 Tebeau, 280.
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Notes to Pages 14-19

'® U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, “Excerpts on Caloosahatchee River and
Kissimmee Basins, including several detailed reports on conditions,” Annual
Report, n.p., 1901, inclusive.

" Ibid.

1881-1900: Effects
> Ibid.

' \W. W. Fineren, “Problems Connected with Everglades Drainage,” The
Florida Engineer & Contractor (December 1926): 212.

"7 Ibid.

'® U.S. Department of the Interior, Hydrologic and Land—Cover Features
of the Caloosahatchee River Basin, Lake Okeechobee to Franklin Lock, Florida,
by Henry R. LaRose and Benjamin F. McPherson, Water Resources
Investigations Open-file Report 80-732, U. S. Geological Survey (Tallahassee,
Fla.,1980).

" Ibid.

% Fritz, 91.

21 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, “Excerpts on Caloosahatchee River and
Kissimmee Basins, including several detailed reports on conditions,” Annual

Report, n.p., 1901, inclusive.

22 Fritz, 100.

1901-1920: Projects

2 J.S. Senate, Caloosahatchee River and Lake Okeechobee Drainage
Areas Florida, 71* Congress., 3d session, 3 December 1930, S. Doc. 225, 13-14
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24 Although the Army Corps of Engineers responded to landowner
complaints, the State of Florida actually constructed the three locks and dams in
an agreement with the federal government, as found in Fineren, 212. Drew and
Schomer, 50; South Florida Water Management District, A Survey of Water
Quality Characteristics and Chlorophyll a Concentrations in the Caloosahatchee
River System, Florida, Final Report, by T. H. Miller, IV, A. C. Federico, and J. F.
Milleson, Technical Publication 82-4, 1982, 6. (Available at FGCU Library).
1901-1920: Effects

* Fineren, 218,

% Fritz, 109.

*’ Fritz, 109; “Along the Caloosahatchee,” Fort Myers (Florida) Press, 29
September 1904,

28 Fritz, 116-117.
2 Ibid., 116.

* “Along the Caloosahatchee,” Fort Myers (Florida) Press, 29 September
1904.

3 Fritz, 125.

%2 Ibid., 107, 128.

1921-1940: Projects
* Fineren, 217.

¥us. House, Caloosahatchee River and Lake Okeechobee Drainage
Areas, Florida: Letter from The Secretary of War, 70" Congress, 1* session,
1928, H. Doc. No. 215, 13.

» George B. Hills, Report and Plan of Improvement, a report prepared for
the State of Florida, Caloosahatchee Improvement District, June 1927, 53.
(Available at FGCU Library).
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Notes to Pages 25-27
% Curran, 25.

7 U.S. House, Caloosahatchee River and Lake Okeechobee Drainage
Areas, Florida: Letter from The Secretary of War, 70" Congress, 1* session,
1928, H. Doc. No. 215, 15.

% |J.S. House Committee on Rivers and Harbors, Letter from The Chief of
Engineers, United States Army Transmitting Report of the Board of Engineers for
Rivers and Harbors on Review of Reports Heretofore Submitted on
Caloosahatchee River and Lake Okeechobee, Fla., with lllustration, 70"
Congress, 2d session, 1929, H. Doc. 25, 33.

* U.S. Senate, Report to the United States District Engineer in
Jacksonville Fl. and Review of H. Doc. 215, 70" Congress, 1% session.,
S.Doc.213, 70™ Congress, 2d session, Submitted by Okeechobee Flood Control
District of FI., 71* Congress., 3d session, 1930, S. Doc. 225, 15.

“O public Law 520, 71* Congress, 3 July 1930, An Act Authorizing the
Construction, Repair, and Preservation of Certain Public Works on Rivers and
Harbors and for Other Purposes.

' Gordon Gunter and Gordon E. Hall, Biological Investigations of
Caloosahatchee Estuary In Connection With Lake Okeechobee Discharges
Through Caloosahatchee River, a report to the District Engineer, Jacksonville
District, Corps of Engineers, May 1962, 3.

1921-1940: Effects

“2 Fineren, 218.

*“ Fritz, 129.

“ Ibid.

“ Ibid., 144,

“ Ibid.,145.

“7J.S. Senate, Caloosahatchee River and Lake Okeechobee Drainage
Areas Florida, 71* Congress, 3d session., December 1930, S. Doc. 225.
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 Fritz, 151.
Notes to Pages 28-31

* Fritz, 122-123, 139-140.
0 |bid., 140.
" Ibid., 159.

*? The information in this paragraph was taken from Fritz, 156-161.

1941-1970: Projects

> U.S. House, Comprehensive Report on Central and Southern Florida for
Flood Control and Other Purposes: Letter from the Chief of Engineers, United
States Army, Dated February 19, 1948, Submitting a Report, Together with
Accompanying Papers and lllustrations, on a Preliminary Examination and
Survey of, and a Review of Reports on, Rivers, Lakes, and Canals of Central
and Southern Florida for Flood Control and Other Purposes, Made Pursuant to
Congressional Authorizations, 80" Congress, 2° session. 1949, H. Doc. 643, 9-
45,

> South Florida Water Management District, District Water Management
Plan, Vol. |, prepared by Planning Department (West Palm Beach, FL, 19995), I-
2.

% Research has revealed several discrepancies in the dates of the
construction of the locks and dam at Olga, later renamed the W. P. Franklin
Lock and Dam. The dates given here are found in South Florida Water
Management District, A Survey of Water Quality Characteristics and Chlorophyil
a Concentrations in the Caloosahatchee River System, Florida, Final Report, 6.

1941-1970: Effects

* Frank C. Craighead, “Environmental Conditions in the Big Cypress Area
between S.R. 858 and S.R. 29, October 16, 1974,” 2, FGCU Library.

*" Hendry Soil Conservation District, “Report of Investigations Along the
Caloosahatchee Canal,” May 1948, 1, 2, FGCU Library.

%8 Ralph L. Miller, “Condition Report of Citrus Groves on Caloosahatchee
River and Probable Effect of Raised Water Level,” 1962, 11, 17, FGCU Library.
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Notes to Pages 32-37

> Gordon Gunter, and Gordon E. Hall. “A Biological Investigation of the
Caloosahatchee Estuary of Florida.” Gulf Coast Research Reports 2 (1965): 6-7.

% James F. Murdock, 1954, A Preliminary Survey of the Effects of
Releasing Water From Lake Okeechobee Through the St. Lucie and
Caloosahatchee Estuaries, Marine Laboratory, University of Miami, Final Report
to the Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, 84 pp. (Processed), quoted in Gunter and
Hall, “A Biological Investigation of the Caloosahatchee Estuary of Florida.” Gulf
Coast Research Reports 2 (1965): 7.

%! Florida Board of Conservation Marine Laboratory, A Report on the
Hydrography, Marine Plants and Fishes of the Caloosahatchee River Area, Lee
County, Florida, by Ronald C. Phillips and Victor G. Springer, Special Scientific
Report No. 5, (St. Petersburg, 1960), (FSBCML No. 60-36), 7, 20.

%2 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office of River Basin Studies, Region 4,
1957, A Preliminary Survey of the Fish and Wildlife Resources in Relation to the
Corps of Engineers’ Plan of Development. Caloosahatchee River—Canal C-43,
Florida. 17 pp., figs. 2 pls. (Processed), quoted in Gunter and Hall, “A Biological
Investigation of the Caloosahatchee Estuary of Florida.” Gulf Coast Research
Reports 2 (1965): 8.

* Fritz, 164.

* Ibid., 168.

* Ibid., 171; 177.

* Ibid., 186-189.
PART lll. CHANGES TO THE CALOOSAHATCHEE
1971-Present

! South Florida Water Management District, A Survey of Water Quality
Characteristics and Chlorophyll a Concentrations in the Caloosahatchee River

System, Florida, Final Report, 6-7 (Available at FGCU Library); Drew and
Schomer, 52.
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? South Florida Water Management District, A Survey of Water Quality
Characteristics and Chlorophyll a Concentrations in the Caloosahatchee River
System, Florida, 7 (Available at FGCU Library).

Notes to Pages 37-40
* Drew and Schomer, 52.

* Department of the Interior. Water-Quality Assessment of Southern
Florida: An Overview of Available Information on Surface- and Ground-Water
Quality and Ecology, by Kim H. Haag, Ronald L. Miller, Laura A. Bradner, and
David S. McCulloch, Water Investigations Report 96-4177, U.S. Geological
Survey, (Tallahassee, Fla., 1996), 3.

® Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Surface
Water Management, Florida Water Quality Assessment 1994 305(b) Report, by
Mary Paulic and Joe Hand, (Tallahassee, 1994), 5.

® U.S. House, Comprehensive Report on Central and Southern Florida for
Flood Control and Other Purposes: Letter from the Chief of Engineers, United
States Army, Dated February 19, 1948, Submitting a Report, Together with
Accompanying Papers and lllustrations, on a Preliminary Examination and
Survey of, and a Review of Reports on, Rivers, Lakes, and Canals of Central
and Southern Florida for Flood Control and Other Purposes, Made Pursuant to
Congressional Authorizations, 80" Congress, 2 session, 1949, H. Doc. 643, 9-
45,

” South Florida Water Management District, District Water Management
Plan, Vol. |, I-2 (Available at FGCU Library).

® South Florida Water Management District, “SFWMD History.” Available
[Online]: < http://www.sfwmd.gov_>[4/12/98].

® South Florida Water Management District, “SFWMD Mission.” Available
[Online]: < http://www.sfwmd.gov > [4/12/98].

'° Department of the Interior. Water-Quality Assessment of Southern
Florida: An Overview of Available Information on Surface- and Ground-Water
Quality and Ecology, 4.
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