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PROJECT NARRATIVE: FINDINGS:

" Loss of life and property from flooding remains one of the most damaging climate
hazards in the US, especially in the Gulf Coast region.

Numeracy, Literacy, & Appropriate Response

Numeracy, Literacy, & Appropriate
Variables in Different Combinations

Response Variables Alone
" Flood risk is rising due to climate change & coastal development patterns.

* |t is fair to ask how we can reduce US flood risks and impacts. One option is to Th e N ew Fi rSt I_i n e Of DEfe n Se .
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the homeowners (1) do not yet know the risks they are facing, and (2) would act to
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" Prior research suggests some contextual factors lead to systematic deviations from
what the RAP would predict. Differences in geography, psychological heuristics, &
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" But does everyone interpret scientific flood risk information in the same way?
Regardless, does everyone respond to the same information in the same ways?

Determining Rational Response Behaviors
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= 1187 participants surveyed from 196 Gulf Coast counties (Figure 3) 5% Leaning DEM
= 61 total questions 0%

= 20 questions explore knowledge and attitudes toward flood likelihood and
associated costs, and are linked to 3 different objective flood risk levels randomly
assigned to each participant (Figures 1 & 2)

Inappropriate Appropriate

For more information on flood risk perceptions and trends, visit http://www.ces.fau.edu/crrl/nas-gulf.php

" Flood risk levels were 25-, 100-, & 500-year floodplains
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" Flood Rationality operationalized by 2 independent variables: Sl . Objective Flood Risk
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