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Supporters

* Friends of the Slough
« South Florida Water Management District
* Volunteers of the Slough

* Lee County School District

* And Many Other Donors




Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve

Depth in
middle 2-3 feet
deeper than the sides

Flows into
Estero Bay
Via 10 Mile Canal

You can tour
the Slough on a
1.2 mile boardwalk
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Voters to get opportuni
to decide swamp p

LOC

South water district
to buy slough land

News-Press staff

The South Florida Water Man-
agement District voted unanimously
Thursday to buy 25 acres in Six Mile
Cypress Slough.

The $250,000 purchase is part of a
district five-year plan to buy a larger
ection of the slough known as the

{orth Arm for $577,600.

“The North Arm is a natural flow
1y into Six Mile Cypress, and, be-
ise there has been and always will
' development pressure out there,
provides what is a major convey-

ance into the slough,” said Chip Mer-
riam, director of the water district’s
Fort Myers service. “Historically, a lot
of the guys who did the initial devel-
opment channelized the flow ways.
But, instead of altering them, we’re
usingthem as nature intended.”

Extending about two miles east of
the main slough and varying in width
from 400 to 1,000 feet, the North Arm
collects runoff from the north and
from areas east of Interstate 75.

Buying the North Arm is a cost-
sharing program between the water
district and Lee County. The county

LAND PURCHASE

B WHAT: The South Florida
Water Management
District voted to buy 25
acres in Six Mile Cypress
Slough.

B WHY: The purchase is part
of a five-year plan to buy a
larger section of the slough
known as the North Arm.

buys the property from private land-
owners, then the district reimburses
the county.

In addition to the 25 acres in the
North Arm, the district owns 794
acresintheslough.

V/’

By BETTY PRICE
News-Press Staff Writer

Lee County citizens will get a
chance for a lifelong romp in the
swamp if they vote yes in a referen-
dum in the Nov. 2 election.

After three years of work by a
group of environmentally aware
high school students, the county
purchase of Six-Mile Cypress
Swamp hinges on voter approval.

A referendum calling for a .5-mill
tax for no more than two years has
been placed on the ballot after
months of lobbying by the Environ-
mental Education class of Lee
County, made up of students from
five county high schools. A mill is $1
tax for every $1,000 of taxable
property.

That works out to about $15 a year
in taxes for the average $40,000
home. When you consider that it
would cost about $50,000 per acre to
perform all the functions that a
wetlands area like Six-Mile does,
that’s a whale of a bargain, accord-
ing to the class students.

But the students have found that
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many people don’t know what Six-
Mile Cypress is; and when they find
out, the first question asked is, ‘“Why
buy a swamp?”’

To answer questions about the
swamp, the students, with the
guidance of Bill Hammond, have
been speaking to as many as three
civic groups a night. So far, every
group has been enthusiastic about
the project.

Six-Mile Cypress Swamp is one of
the last major undisturbed cypress
strands in Lee County. The swamp is
about two miles east of the county
airport, and; contrary to what many
people assume, it’s not six miles
long. The strand is about 10 miles
long and up to threegfourths of a mile
wide. The name S¥-Mile comes
from its distance from town, Ham-
mond says.

As an inland wetl;mds area, Six-
Mile would be veryldifficult to
develop because of the strict permit-
ting requirements, ;eadded. But

environmentally, th@area has al-
most unlimited potential.

Turn To SWAMP, Page 2B
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Education

groups of all ages



Melaleuca
Removal

Hyacinth
Control

Environmental Education
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First Facilities

Boardwalk
With observation decks

Built in 1991



Other facilities included a kiosk and maintenance shed

First Volunteer
office under kiosk

Staff and volunteer side



Amphitheater




LEED-certified buildings

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design

Lower operating costs and increased asset value.
Reduce waste sent to landfills.

Conserve energy and water.

Are healthier and safer for occupants.

Reduce harmful greenhouse gas emissions.

Qualify for tax rebates, zoning allowances and other
Incentives in hundreds of cities.

Demonstrate an owner's commitment to environmental
stewardship and social responsibility -
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I Criteria for Green Building I

* sustainable site

* materials and resources

* energy and atmosphere
 Indoor environmental quality
» water efficiency



Sustainable Site




Materials and Resources: Marmoleum

* a hatural version of linoleum

 natural ingredients (linseed oil,
rosins (pine resins used as
adheswes) wood flour; pigments and
jute :

_ mstalled Wlth solvent free
bl _adheswes

e Ilnseed oil promotes anti- mlcroblal
‘properties

‘ - anti-static characteristics of the .
linseed oil prevent dust and dirt from .
~ sticking to the floor’s surface.) .

&5 : “, o
< ~ : 5
7 3
. Ak 2R
< Y =
." ~ o
* - N ' 4
#
" :
- -‘v;r - .
¥ A e
e :
st 2



Materials and Resources: Hardi Board

» made of fibrous cement

* resists moisture and termites

» comes sealed, pre-primed and pre-
painted

* mold and fungus resistant

« flame-resistant and will not melt after
being exposed to a heat source




Materials and Resources:
Recycling During Construction

I Cardboard
Only




Energy and Atmosphere:
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Insulated Concrete Forms



Energy and Atmosphere:

.nmhﬁiili
IIE'II

iz tals

"“ .
] = S




Water Efficiency:
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Cistern



Water Efficiency

Waterless Urinal

Toilet uses rain water
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Water-Saving
Dual-Function Handle
UP for #1 (liquid waste)

DOWN for #2 (solid waste) 2

Ing this water-saving handle with dual-function flush, this facility has demonstrated its
itment to protect and preserve the environment. For the system to work, we need your help.
take @ look at the diagram above and push the handle in the direction which best suits
I8.With your assistance, we can do our part to conserve this precious resource.

Dual flush system saves
water



Indoor Environmental Quality

Bamboo Celling
quickly grown natural
renewable resource

Fans to circulate
the air more efficiently.

Functional clerestory windows
Provide further natural circulation
and light.



Indoor Environmental Quality

All materials used In the interior were low

gas and vapors including the:
Flooring

Paint

Wood

Carpets

the building was then sealed and vented

with high powered fans for several weeks
before moving In.



Things to Consider

NN
Guinea Pig for new technologies.

Think about what fits for your area not just how
many green points you get.

Green does not stop when
you move In.

Green cleaning
product station




Thank You




