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Coastal marshes are among the most ecologically productive M a S S a C h u S ett S, Vi rg i n i a I a n d

& threatened ecosystems on earth.

7
-

Leaders make use/conservation/restoration decisions based on
the perceived values of the benefits these ecosystems provide. % N
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revealed preference willingness-to-pay and stated preference

willingness-to-pay methods (Johnston et al., 2011). ) sedemecaing

Both ignore a large component of value that people derived
from ecosystems—cultural value (Chan et al., 2012).
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educational) are difficult to quantify in purely economic
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Virginia: Recreational experiences and water-based livelihoods
iInspire a marsh and "shore" identity, which, in the context of
industrial agriculture and growing flood risks from rain and
storm surge, leads to community activism and conservation
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Virginia Coastal Reserve, VA marshes.
Credit: www.vcrlter.virginia.edu
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