Period

Epoch

Beginning of
Interval

Major Biological Events
of the Era

Quaternary

Holocene or
Recent

(10,000 years ago)

Human Civilization

Pleistocene

1.7 million years ago
(MYA)

Saber-toothed Cats,
First Humans,
Bears, Mammoths, Sloths

Tertiary

Pliocene

Cretaceous

Jurassic

Permian

Carboniferous
Pennsylvanian
Mississippian

Devonian

M.Y.A. = million years ago

Miocene

66 MYA !a E

Flowering Plants
> Horses, Cats, Dogs, Primates, Camels,
Rhinoceroses, Deer, Pigs, Small Mammals

Extinction of Dinosaurs
First Flowering Plants
Most Dinosaurs

arger, Fiercer Dinosaurs
First Birds

First Small Mammals

245 MYA J

4.6 billion years ago

Many Amphibians and Reptiles
First Conifer Plants

First Reptiles
Coal Forming Swamps

rst Amphibians, Sharks and Insects

Major Geologic and Climatic Events
of the Era




