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THE ANNEXATION FEVER

A curious snd interesting example of the survival of inherited
traits, on & large scale, is seen i the instinet for the acquisition
of territory, which is manifested by all nations, savage or civil-

| jred, in greater or less dogree,
| In the olden time, when the earth was peopled by svages,
the aequisition of territary by conquest involved not alone the

1897—"The effects of the withholding by the levees from the great areas of the delta of the
annual contribution of sedimentary matters and the steady, though slow, subsidence of the
theses areas, is one which should be taken in account in deciding the important question of how
to protect the people from the flood waters of the river....No doubt the great benefit to the
present and two or three following generations accruing from a complete system of absolutely
protective levees...far outweighs the disadvantages to future generations from the subsidence

of the Gulf delta lands below the level of the sea and their gradual abandonment due to this
cause...”



"Nowt he Future Generations Facmg
ate. Cat:'fpled with One of the Highest Subs:denc‘e i ~
oriﬂ-—-A Living Classroom of the Impacts to Coastal Po u“lat:o
frastructure, and the Economy---The Leading Edge to the Wh
e Rest of the Coastal U.S. will be Facing
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The Loss of Wetlands From the Effects of Sea LeveI Rise
“"and-Subsidence- Al oss Deseribed i |n National
Geographlc in-1897 that We- the Futufe Generations-
Would-Seé and:tive With=A Wetlands Area in
Terrebonne Parish South and\West of New Orleans ““







| The Subsidence and Sea Level Rise of Coastal Louisiana —

--A Conversion of Coastal Lands to Open Water \

--An Increase of Storm Surge and Coastal Flooding’into
Populated Areas, Critical Infrastructure, and the Maj\"Qrity of
the Economy of the State :

-The Costs of Supporting and Protecting a Large Popgilation
In this Coastal Environment is Rising Dramatically andKWHI
Continue to Increase




_ Water that iIs Growing Yearly Threatening
Infrastructure as Port Fourchon and Grand lIsle
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Hurricane lke Flooding Eastern Louisiana- A Category 2 Storm
that Made Landfall in Texas but Flooded Every Costal Parish in
_Louisiana
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A Rate Amongst the Highest in the World on a Coastal Landscape with an Average
Elevation of 3 Feet or Less Today Across 12,000 Square Miles of Coastal Zone

Mean Sea Level Trend
8761724 Grand Isle, Louisiana
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The mean sea level trend is 9.24 millimetersiyear with a 95% confidence
interval of +/- 0.59 mm/yr based on monthly mean sea level data from
1947 to 2006 which is equivalent to a change of 3.03 feet in 100 years.

Note: The tide gauge record at Grand Isle contains components of global sea
level rise, regional oceanographic change, and regional local vertical land motion.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Preliminary looks at long-term USACe water level gauge records indicate higher rates in many portions of southern louisiana
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Grand Isle Louisiana, Sea Level Rise 2010-2060 and Growing Inundation by the same 10
year storm tide event



»

Climate models project acceleration in Sea Level Rise starting before
2100 due to climate change—A Growing Rise Rate Accelerates the Conversion of the Coast to
Open Water and a Great Impact on Populations, Infrastructure and the Economy

Grand Isle, Louisiana
Schematic of Potential Sea Level Change out to 2100 with various SLR
Scenarios
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These scenarios are not even the maximum climate model scenarios
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Looking At Our Populated Coastal Parishes Now and to the Year 2100- A Rapidly Growing Impact
on the Majority of the Population of the State and the Large Majority of It’s Economy

Percent Land Below Sea Level by Parish Through 2100
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|QIFrom 1965 Betsy to 2005 Katrina

11 foot surge (up to 9 foot flooding in city)
13,000 houses flooded
57 deaths in New Orleans

16.5foot surge {up to 14 foot deep flooding in

city)
95,000 houses flooded

1292 deaths in S. Louisiana

In Summary-

-The Processes and Rates of Change Have Been Described
for Over 100 Years as Well As Their Impacts

-Our Own Development Activities Have Made the Coast,
Our Populations and Infrastructure Even More Vulnerable to
Present and Future Relative Sea Level Rise (SLR and
Subsidence)

-An Open Question Exists On the Affordability of Being Able
to Continue to Live and Work in A Landscape Changing
More Quickly Than Almost Anyplace on the Planet
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Preliminary looks at long-term USACe water level gauge records indicate higher rates in many portions of southern louisiana
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