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Good Afternoon, 
I am Linda Reeves and thank you for the opportunity to share information regarding the Florida Communities Trust Program. 
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Our mission is to promote and foster partnerships to enhance and sustain Florida’s
natural and cultural resources and provide outdoor recreational opportunities for
Florida’s citizens and visitors.

Our team administer 5 grant programs:
= Land and Water Conservation Fund Program (LWCF)
» Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program (FRDAP)
» Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
» Florida Communities Trust — Parks and Open Space (FCT)
» Florida Communities Trust — Stan Mayfield Working Waterfronts (SMWW)
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Our mission is to promote and foster partnerships to enhance and sustain Florida’s natural and cultural resources and provide outdoor recreational opportunities for Florida’s citizens and visitors.

Our team administer 5 grant programs:
Land and Water Conservation Fund Program (LWCF)
Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program (FRDAP)
Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
Florida Communities Trust – Parks and Open Space (FCT)
Florida Communities Trust – Stan Mayfield Working Waterfronts (SMWW)


Our program has provided Funding of $40-Million dollar in acquisition and recreational grants over the last 3 years.

Serving over a 100 local governments  
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT

*Technical Assistance

sContract Development

*Cost Reimbursements

*Site Inspections

*Post Completion Responsibilities
«Stewardship Reports

*Development and Maintenance Plans
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As a part of our community support – our team provide a wide vary of services such as:

Conflict Resolution 
Technical Assistance
Contract Development 
Cost Reimbursements
Site Inspections
Post Completion Responsibilities 
Stewardship Reports  
Development and Maintenance Plans 
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LAND & WATER CONSERVATION FUND

» The Land and Water Conservation Fund Program (LWCF)
IS a competitive grant program which provides federal
funds for acquisition or development of land for public
outdoor recreational use.

= Eligible applicants include all local governmental entities
with the legal responsibility for the provision of outdoor
recreational sites and facilities for the use and benefit of the
public.

= A50/50 match is required. The maximum grant amount is
$200,000.
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The Land and Water Conservation Fund Program (LWCF) is a competitive grant program which provides federal funds for acquisition or development of land for public outdoor recreational use. 
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FLORIDA RECREATION DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

= The Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program (FRDAP) is
a competitive grant program that provides state funds for the
acquisition or development of lands for public outdoor recreation.

= Eligible applicants include municipal and county governments and
other legally constituted entities with the legal responsibility to provide
public outdoor recreation.

= Projects of $50,000 or less qualify for a 100% grant. A local match is
required for grants greater than $50,000. The maximum grant amount
is $200,000.
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The Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program (FRDAP) is a competitive grant program that provides state funds for the acquisition or development of lands for public outdoor recreation.
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FLORIDA COMMUNITIES TRUST

The Florida Communities Trust (FCT) administers two competitive grant
programs, the Park and Open Space Program and Stan Mayfield Working
Waterfronts Program. These programs provide state funds to local
governments and nonprofit organizations for land acquisition.

The Park and Open Space Program provides grants to local governments
and non-profit environmental organizations for the acquisition of
conservation lands, urban open spaces, parks and greenways.

The Working Waterfronts Program provides grants to local governments
and non-profit working waterfronts organizations for the acquisition of
interests in land for the restoration and preservation of Working
Waterfronts.

The maximum grant amount is $5,000,000
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The Florida Communities Trust (FCT) administers two competitive grant programs, the Park and Open Space Program and Stan Mayfield Working Waterfronts Program.  These programs provide state funds to local governments and nonprofit organizations for land acquisition. 
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RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM

» The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) is a competitive program
which provides grants for projects that provide, renovate or
maintain recreational trails, trailhead and trailside facilities. The
grant program provides federal funds for the development and
maintenance of recreational trails and trail-related facilities for
both non-motorized and motorized recreational trail uses.

= Eligible applicants include all local governmental entities, state
agencies, federal agencies, recognized Indian tribal governments
and certain nonprofit corporations, which have an agreement with
a governmental agency to develop public lands.

= All applicants are required to provide matching funds. The

maximum grant amount is determined by the RTP Advisory
Committee.
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The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) is a competitive program which provides grants for projects that provide, renovate or maintain recreational trails, trailhead and trailside facilities.  The grant program provides federal funds for the development and maintenance of recreational trails and trail-related facilities for both non-motorized and motorized recreational trail uses. 
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PARTNERSHIPS AND ECONOMIC IMPACT
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Partnership 
All of the grant program funding has assisted Florida’s local communities in meeting financial needs that were unmet for recreation at the local, statewide and national levels.  

The Economic Impact of Local Parks
We have always known that local and regional public parks add significant value and benefits to their communities in terms of Conservation, Health & Wellness and Social Equity. 
America’s local and regional public park agencies generated nearly $140 billion in economic activity and supported almost 1 million jobs from their operations and capital spending alone in 2017. 
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The Lafayette Hertiage Trail Park is a one example of how our programs are connecting the communities and enhancing the quality of life through recreational opportunities.

The park offers visitors a place to fish, exercise, recreate, bicycle, run, walk or just sit and reflect. There are many scenic views and opportunities to view the wildlife. There you will find parking lot with picnic shelters, a trailhead and bike wash, a small playground, and restroom.

The largest parcel, formerly part of the Piney Z Plantation, was acquired in December 1995. A second parcel was purchased for a total of 795.14 acres. Funding for the acquisition of this Park was provided by the City of Tallahassee and the Florida Communities Trust using Florida Forever Funds.

The total cost of acquisition was $3,562,566.90. Piney Z Lake is cooperatively managed by the City of Tallahassee and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC).
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LEVERING STATE AND LOCAL DOLLARS

The Florida Communities Trust (FCT) Program
contributed $1.7m in Preservation 2000 funds in March 1996 acquired 795 acres.

Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
RTP = $250,000, Match = $250,000,

FRDAP and LWCF Programs
FRDAP Grant Amount: $150,000.00
LWCF Grant Amount: $200,000.00

A total 3.5 million partnership
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LEVERAGING STATE AND LOCAL DOLLARS

https://www.mtbproject.com/trail/4275870/lafayette-heritage-trail
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The collaborative project is great example of our theme of connecting our community thru funding resource and serving diverse group of users.      

This project area is a urban adventure for multiple park users  

The project includes Shared Use Trail is a beginner level trail designed for various users including hikers, joggers, strollers, cyclists, etc. The overall distance of the trail is 2.95 miles. 

The Park is a great place to explore the lakes up close. Fish for bass and bream, watch a variety of wading birds, hawks, ospreys and an occasional Bald Eagle or just enjoy a leisurely paddle through open water

Hyperlink  

The City has established a website which includes a vital tour of the park to show the park and the element for ability levels for user .  This virtual tour has enhanced the ability for of all levels to build upon what a person about to experience or has just experienced.         
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https://www.mtbproject.com/trail/4275870/lafayette-heritage-trail

LAND & RECREATION GRANTS

Contact Us:

Department of Environmental Protection
Division of State Lands

Land and Recreation Grants Section
3900 Commonwealth Blvd, MS 550
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000
850-245-2501

https://floridadep.gov/lands/land-and-recreation-grants
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Please Contact  our staff at the :
Department of Environmental Protection
Division of State Lands
Land and Recreation Grants Section
3900 Commonwealth Blvd, MS 550
Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000
850-245-2501

https://floridadep.gov/lands/land-and-recreation-grants 
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