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CHALLENGES AND

OPPORTUNITIES

Ken Frink
Operations Lands & Resource Monitoring Director



Managing the proliferation of feral hogs 
on conservation lands

Challenges



Feral hog dog hunt 
incentive program

Opportunities



Maintaining an acceptable burn 
interval on our conservation lands

Challenges



Established a 
Condition Class 
Assessment

Opportunities



Increasing demand from the public for 
recreation opportunities on 
conservation lands

Challenges



Partnerships with 
state and local 
governments

Opportunities



Managing an acceptable level of 
service on our lands while maintaining 
reasonable costs

Challenges



•Asking ourselves 
“Why?”

•Seek partnerships

•Technology

Opportunities



Mallory Lykes Dimmitt
VP Strategic Development



Family-owned integrated agri-business with cattle, citrus, forestry, land and 
water resources*, recreational hunting and an insurance agency



Resource Projects: Gopher Tortoise
• Lykes Ranch has 4 permitted recipient sites



Resource Projects: Water
Lykes Ranch is ideally located to capture and store nutrient rich waters in the Indian Prairie / 
Lake Istokpoga basin upstream of Lake O, benefitting the lake, Everglades, and estuaries



Resource Projects: Conservation Easements



Proposed CE: Ingram’s Crossing 
10,466 acre project on Rural and Family Lands Tier 1 list



Lykes Bros. Inc: www.lykes.com
Instagram: @lykesbros
Facebook: Lykes Bros Inc
LinkedIn: Lykes Bros Inc

Lykes Ranch: www.lykesranch.com
Facebook: Lykes Ranch (Silver Lake Preserve)

http://www.lykes.com/
http://www.lykesranch.com/
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Florida Forest Service
• FFS Mission: Protect Florida and 

its people from the dangers of 
wildland fire and manage the 
forest resources through a 
stewardship ethic to assure they 
are available for future 
generations

Two overarching responsibilities:
• Forest Management

• Responsible for land resource 
management on over 1.1 million 
acres on 37 state forests

• Forest Protection
• Responsible for implementation 

and enforcement of Chapter 590 
F.S. (Forest Protection) and Rule 
Chapter 5I-2 (Open Burning)



Prescribed Fire

• Roughly 850,000 acres managed by FFS are considered “fire 
dependent”

• Shared Challenges
– Weather

– Smoke Management

– Staff & Equipment Availability

– Task Prioritization

– Multiple Use Management

– Funding









Unique Management Challenges

• Promote and authorize 
use of prescribed fire in 
Florida

• Enforcement of open 
burning laws and 
statutory responsibility 
to suppress wildfire

• Must carefully balance 
these two 
responsibilities





Thank you!

Erin Albury, Assistant Director

Florida Forest Service

Erin.Albury@FreshFromFlorida.com

mailto:Erin.Albury@FreshFromFlorida.com

