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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

WHY I CHOSE FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT:

HOW I WILL USE THE KNOWLEDGE GAINED IN THE PROGRAM BACK IN MY OWN COUNTRY:
After my studies, I would like to work with flood risk management in an international environment. Flooding is a severe problem in
Norway, especially in relation to quick clay and landslides. I could be interested in working for the Norwegian Water Resource and
Energy Directorate (NVE), which is responsible for management of water and energy resources as well as reduction of risk
associated with landslides and flooding. I wish to work in interdisciplinary risk reduction projects, applying modeling skills and
contributing to the development of conceptual frameworks of analysis. As the integrated approach in flood risk management is an
evolving field, I see great potential for future research, both in developed and developing countries.

I have always been particularly interested in water-related issues. During my bachelor
studies at NTNU, I increasingly gained interest in climate change and natural hazards.
In 2014, I was accepted to a summer program on physics of the climate system at
Utrecht University in Netherlands, and the following spring I wrote my bachelor
thesis on the Dutch “Room for the River Program”. As holistic and systematic thinking
is essential for a geographer, I was inspired by the paradigm shift in the field of flood
risk management, transgressing from engineering solutions of flood protection to an
integrated risk management approach. Flood risk management encapsulates the
interface between natural and human systems, and this constituted my fundamental
motivation for pursuing a master study in this field; in my future job, I want to
contribute to people and society by enhancing, rethinking and implementing
solutions to a hazard that threatens people on all continents. With Netherlands being
a pioneering country in water science and engineering, I found the Erasmus Mundus
Flood Risk Management Program at UNESCO-IHE to be an excellent path to follow in
striving for that goal.
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09/2016 - M.Sc. Flood Risk Management, UNESCO-IHE, Netherlands
08/2015 – 12/2015 French and international studies, Novancia Business School, France
08/2012-06/2015 B.Sc. Physical Geography, NTNU, Norway
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