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DEP’ iwk pI’OVIdGS over51ght for
“'ff'_i. more than

nilli es of state lands, mcludmg |

Iakes rivers and |s]ands ":ff,ﬁse 3.5 million acres are.

3 conser\[atlon lands that are protected for citizens, 4

' VISJ'[OI’S nd future geneTatlons These lands cleanse

and restorefth waters we drink and the air we breathe;

| ometo tens of thousands of rare and -
ered animals.
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Peopleit‘hink of Florida as flét but.several Florida Forever._ -

projects include whltewater raplds the® hlpola~




The world’s only bald cypress-royal palm forest is found
within the Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park in Naples

- referred to as “the Amazon of North America.”
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To assist. surveyors and land planners DEP’s 5 P
Division of St%te Lands-provides a user-friendly
Bnline service called the Land Boundary Informanon
_System (LABI S) Anyone can researeh landsrecord
~information, LABINS receives about 480 000 website
-~ Visits each year and provides aerial photography of
“the state,survey plats, historic documents and more.




In April 2008, the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission approved a final bald eagle
management plan and removed4é gl.eagle

from the imperiled &,
species list. In 1973,
surveys found only
88 active nests In
Florida when
monitoring began.
In 2007, more than
1,100 active nests” ¢
were counted. |




21N the Ias%geven years, Florida has acquired more
tham’ﬁ~ namlon acres of enwronmentally -sensitive

\\\\\

land-to. prOtectwatergualltyrﬁ rivers, lakes, estuarles g

o and‘S{reams through Florida Forever andits

predecessor Preservatmn 2000. The acreage mcludes

- nearly 130, 000 acres of natural ﬁoodplams and more,w

than 500 00C - n

--n_.n.
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Florida partnered with Department of Defense,?f >
The Nature Conservancy and Okaloosa County/

to create the Northwest Florida Greenway -- a
100-mile stretch of land in the Florida Panhandle. This
biological hot spot provides the public with recreational
opportunities and protects air space from the Gulf to Eglin

Alr Force Base.



Through Florida
Forever, the state’ S
premier land
acquisition program,

$4.5 million is

allocated annually to
purchase and preserve A
land specifically for ===
Florida’s greenways "8
and trails.
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The E abcc')*t:‘lg_Rgnch Preserve is the single largest purehase
of conservation land in the itaﬁe’s history at more than
73,000 acres. The Ranch p s a wide array of natural
resources and wildlife, provides numerous recreation

opportunities while also continuing to operate a historic
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In 2006 Florida p réhased .
more than 4,000
Silver Springs In
with The Nature Conservancy
and Marion County. The
purchase protects habitat for

-
rare and endangered species,
Including the bald eagle,
Florida black bear and gopher
tortoise. With 13 known
sinkholes, the area acts as a
recharge area for one of the
largest first magnitude springs
In the nation.




A petitive — saving the st
<= preventing the influence of a small.g

." vl‘

valuing property to be acquired or sold."



e
SEIVIC9§
were updated _ the first time in nea’fﬁf‘; 120 yedféhThe [ i
new rules streamling the process for acquiring "5«-—-——’ Y
appraisal services which previously were B
cumbersome and time consuming. The updated rul'*
also provide consistency in appraisal services for the!

various programs within the Division of State Lands§ :




- The Bureau of Publlc Land %’{! | R
Admlnlstratlon recently completet ‘the Sale of the last

: Florlda Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organization
(RICO) property. The 150 properties acquired under

this program included vacant land, condominiums,

commercial offices and residential homes. The last

property,52:02-acres‘in"South Carolina, sold in 2008

for $132,000, which was 10 percent above appralsed \

value. e g *
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- thiee dnfteﬁent o¢

"?f:across the state to momtor the
surface water auallty




Orlglné”y
“billion F‘IUTIC __
buying.initiative ir
eQ.VIronmentally sensitive lan

ical sites. MQ
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a Forever and its. -
“’-,’Preservatlon 2000/(P2
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-Includes some of the I’*aFESi tqrrmumtges In the State

1

e slopes and prairie hammecks:
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. *Largest 'nc!i

.

Forever proje

~ “ \: \

Fak;ihatc’he' Strand./Elorida

Located in Collier County

best example of a strand %

n‘p in Florida
drietiesjof orchids, such aé

the ghqet orchid, than any publicly-

\ ‘owned % Qropertyin America

“Provide __w.ait§r quality protection to the Ten
2Ty .’I'hous.an\d Islands of southwest Florida
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*Located in Lakéf)?anga Semindle and Volusia & %«
" Counties ,@ﬁgfmpassmg piz,000 acreg * 1& =
*When complete, the greenwa We
Springs ~ and tWIa Ne
~ *Home to the scrub Jay, sandhill ¢
- tortoises <4
*50 to 75 springs estima 'Y
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“'%ia- achicola River -
* Connects the Apalachicola Forest and the Apalachicola
NERR N

Home to Florida black bear and red-cockaded

w/anAnacl ar



