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design is what makes us human — its what we do
prefigurative process

imagination and testing
knowledge/understanding

complexity (relationality)



people
a social process
cultural

political (“political”)



through what we design we design ourselves
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sustain environment everything

outside us between us inside us



complexity  relationality

“the opposite of reductionist, linear thinking. It aligns our thinking with ecological
processes: looking for interactions and other dimensions”.



context

climate/land generates culture
disconnection through design

unsettlement






A SUSTAINABLE CITY FOR 50 000 PEOPLE
A WAY OF DESIGNING A CITY ABLE TO GENERATE OTHER CITIES OF DIFFERENCE

A METHOD THAT TRANSFORMS HOW AND WHAT WE DESIGN

s




Futuring and redirective practice — a path to a sustainable
world

Constructing a sustainahle city equals building a material
fabric, operational system, economy and social ecology
Providing power renewably — an act of futuring

Feeding and watering the city — part of its metabolic existence
Social participation in sustainment — a bringer of life of the
common good

The social relations of care — something of the world to do
and feel

The generation of attraction — desirability is also a sustaining
power

Protection over time and space: an imperative of creation
Generative knowledge — gathering ideas and knowledge is
powerful

Ahove all, designing within a metaholic model, which means
— understanding that catchment-based settlement is directly
connected to its region’s ecological carrying capacity, natural
resources and goods, services and human capital. This includes
a capability for adaptive self reproduction, an ability for the
city to feed, water itself and manage all its forms of waste,
maintain the health and wellbeing of its population and
grow other cities from the same ecological stock.
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KEY ELEMENTS OF REDIRECTIVE PRACTICE
Design from the future to the present

Design as a means of care system

Design the symbolic power of Sustainment

Design the move from the quantitative to the qualitative
economy

Design for elimination of the unsustainable

Design climatic defensive architecture

Design to conserve natural and fabricated resources
Design to deploy old and new sustainable practices and
technologies

Design adaptive social, cultural and community structures
and processes

Design organisational and political models appropriate to
a culture of sustainment

Gall & Medek
jim@gallandmedek.com.au
www.gallandmedek.com.au

Team D/E/S, Sustainment Designers
teamdes@teamdes.com.au
www.teamdes.com.au
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charleville futures project

climate change

cost of oil

tourism

economy

design in/as governance

future scenarios and visions






dwell

gather

learn

reconnect through design

design the conditions for cultural change: symbols and signs of what is in the future
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